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GREETINGS FROM ATLANTA! 

 

President's Message 
Dear BANA Members, 

It has proven to be an eventful 2020 so far and I, like the rest of us, am eagerly 
waiting to usher in 2021. I hope we can see an end to the pandemic and return to 
normal life.  

The BANA EC team has been busy working behind the scenes. We have now 
pushed back our biennial convention to July 2022. We hope that the vaccine will 
be widely available by the end of 2021 and then, we all would have no excuse to 
not attend BANA2022 in Atlanta. 

Some of the activities we have been doing: 

 

- BANA EC team helped a group of our community members with their initiative Bunts4BLM. This 

initiative is now running independently of BANA, and they have made great strides with getting 

our fellow bunts involved in this social cause. I was personally excited to see a new set of bunts 

who never been members of the community or actively involved so far, now trying to get 

themselves involved in BANA. I am hoping that activities like this, whether or not there is broad 

support from the wider membership, is good for growing our base. 

- With the involvement of BANA BOD we formalized our BANA Charitable policy procedures. We 

have sent an email regarding this and we will make this available on our website. Any member 

can nominate charities and we will go through an approval process for it to be a part of BANA. 

- I was happy to see a few regions do a virtual Diwali celebration. Doing a virtual celebration does 

take a lot of work and kudos to all the organizers of these regional events. 

- The BANA EC Team was recently showcased on News Karnataka a Media company based out 

of Dubai. They did a 90 minute live interview with 5 of the EC team members and the recording of 

this is attached below. BANA has started to get a lot of exposure from this. I honestly believe that 

if we do this right, BANA can be the brightest star in the galaxy of global Bunt Organizations. 

I cannot end this without thanking my EC team, especially Nuthan Shetty and Suchith Hegde for working 
tirelessly with regards to this newsletter.  

 

Best regards, 

Shirish Shetty 

 

 

**Calling all creators of content! The Atlanta BANA 2021 would like to announce that the BANA website is 
now being offered as a platform for anyone who would like to link their content, products or services. 
Please contact us at banaship@gmail.com. 

 

 

 

mailto:banaship@gmail.com
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Televised Interview 
On December 19th, 2020, a five member panel of the Atlanta BANA Executive Committee was 
interviewed by a media group from Dubai. News Karnataka, which features interesting organizations of 
Karnataka origin from around the world, chose to feature BANA. The panel discussion offered a glimpse 
into the history of BANA, the motivation behind BANA, how BANA lives up to its motto of "Honor the Past, 
Create the Future", and several other interesting vignettes about BANA activities. The panel featured 
Shirish Shetty, Pranithi Shetty, Krish Shetty, Prem Shetty and Nuthan Shetty. 

 

If you missed the telecast, you can watch the video here –

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DmJ8k8almdk  

 

 

Charitable Donations 

As there has been a good deal of interest in charitable activities, the BANA Board has codified and 
streamlined the process for vetting, selecting and deciding on specific charitable organizations. An email 
about this was sent out in the third week of December. If you missed it, you can read the details here. 

The Bunts Association of North America (BANA) organization recognizes charitable donations as a 
valuable asset to the community and we support charitable donations that are consistent with the Mission 
and Vision of the organization. As a reminder, the mission of BANA is to serve the members of the 
community during crisis both in the United States and India, with a special emphasis on literacy, health 
care and humanitarian causes. 
 
Although most requests are indeed worthy of consideration, BANA will support an identified number of 
charities as endorsed by a committee comprised of the executive team and board members. 
 
As BANA receives numerous requests from its members for charitable donations both within and outside 
of the United States, the organization felt it was important to outline charitable organizations that BANA 
would not only support, but facilitate the transfer of funds.  Any BANA member can submit a charitable 
request donation form for consideration. BANA’s executive team and BANA’s board of directors will 
review all requests and identify the charitable organizations that they will support during their 
administration. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DmJ8k8almdk
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This process is important to preserve the charitable status of BANA as an organization. 

PROCEDURE  

1. Any BANA member can forward the name of a charitable organization for consideration by 
completing the BANA charitable donation consideration form. Please note that charitable 
organizations that benefit the larger community will be given first priority and charities will be 
reviewed on a first come basis. 

2. All proposed charities should have the necessary legal paperwork in place for consideration by 
BANA. This includes a tax ID number. 

3. The BANA Charitable Organization Committee team will review submissions and communicate 
which charities they have selected to all members through BANAVANI, the organization’s e-
newsletter and the website bana.org. 

4. The committee will select up to three charities per year and donations to each of the charities 
will be reviewed to ensure member commitment. 

5. A maximum donation of $10,000 per member and $50,000 per BANA family is permitted per 
year. 

6. All requests must be submitted to the BANA Charitable Organization Committee (comprised of 
the BANA executive team and select members of the BANA Board of Directors). All requests 
should be directed to banaship@gmail.com. 

Click this link for the Submission form. https://tinyurl.com/bana-charitable-donation 

  

http://www.bana.org/
mailto:banaship@gmail.com
https://tinyurl.com/bana-charitable-donation
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Regional News 

 

Diwali Parties 

 

Atlanta 
(Submitted by Nuthan Shetty) 

We in the Atlanta area were not going to let the pandemic completely overwhelm our party spirit. We 
decided to make the best of it by having a virtual Diwali party. It was quite well attended, with everyone 
dressed up in their Diwali best, even the littlest ones. We went around the group, with each of us waxing 
nostalgic about Diwalis past and our favorite memories from childhood Diwalis. We started with an 
invocation of the Gayatri Mantra by young Aira Shetty. There was even a choreographed, dance video 
which effortlessly slid between several homes and several sets of dancers. It was an exhilarating show. 
Thank you Shweta Shetty for choreographing this. We were also treated to some beautiful live music by 
Sajith Shetty and his band. The event was rounded off by a short quiz on Bunt customs and mores, 
organized by Pratish Shetty and Suchith Hegde. It was a really fun evening, even though it was virtual. 
But, we live in great hope of a much more exciting 2021. Thanks to Sushma Shetty and Prasad Shetty for 
helping organize this event. 
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New England 
(Submitted by Puja Rai Shetty, Regional Representative) 

 

New England Bunts celebrated Diwali along with New England Tulukoota, through the 
virtual event, Tudar vParbha 2020, on YouTube live. It was viewed by people all over 
the world and greatly appreciated, with more than 3k views. Rashmi Shetty and Rags 
Kinnigoly were the MCs. Our beautiful ladies Sapna Shetty, Ranjita Hegde, Shalini 
Shetty, Kavita Shetty, Rashmi Shetty, Sabeena Shetty inaugurated the vParbha** with 
Diwali lights, resplendent in their gorgeous Kanchipuram sarees. Rags Kinnigoly and Kalpana Shetty 
entertained the audience and made people laugh with their skits. Vidya Shetty performed a Kathak 
dance. Little Apsara Shetty mesmerized the audience with her beautiful expressions and graceful 
Bharatanatyam dance. Ashwin Shetty made sure the pre-recorded videos were of high quality. It was an 
event to be cherished forever and memories still linger. The invited artists like Meghana Saligrama’s 
saxophone, Mookambika Chende, playback singer Ramesh Chandra’s melodious Tulu songs from the 
movies and the Jnana Aithal group’s mesmerizing dance performances were spectacular and transported 
us straight to Kudla. 

Please view the pics at  

https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1-F5VMJsFVJwB1cpYR65jmkj7FgVDFMqE 

 **vParba video at 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=d0GmBDjGoew 

 

Seattle, Washington 

(Submitted by Nami Malli, Regional Representative) 

This year for Diwali the Seattle area bunts had a fundraising event in lieu of a party. We created a 
GoFundMe page for Northwest Harvest, the largest hunger relief agency in WA state, to help mitigate the 
food insecurity brought on by the Covid 19 pandemic. 

 

Editor's note: Way to go Seattle bunts. What a wonderful choice you made. 

  

https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1-F5VMJsFVJwB1cpYR65jmkj7FgVDFMqE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=d0GmBDjGoew
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Bay Area  
(Submitted by Megha Shetty and Rajesh Shetty, Regional Representatives) 

 

Diwali get-togethers may seem like 
people coming together to meet, 
greet, chat, eat, sing-dance and go 
home.  But, once we realized that 
this is not happening this year, the 
realization kicked in that it’s more 
than that. Underneath all the fun 
things we do, there is this feeling 
that binds us all as one community. 
So, our virtual Diwali was an attempt 
to bring the community together.  
 
Given the unusual year, we were 
not sure how many families would 
be willing to join a zoom meeting for 
Diwali get together. Even if they join, 
given the unusual format of Diwali, we were not sure if we would achieve the goal of making sure 
everyone who took the time to join us had a good time.  
 
The Bay Area families supported the event in a big way. We had about 50 families and around 140 
attendees. Going by the feedback we received, it seems like the event went well. The families enjoyed 
the performances by our talented bunch, joined in to play online games, answered Bunt GK questions, 
and shared their decoration and snack pictures made during Diwali. Overall it was a good evening and we 
all felt a sense of community coming together during the festive season as we do every year, even though 
this year it was virtual. We are so glad we decided to do a virtual Diwali this year. We just hope that this 
was the first and the last virtual Diwali. 
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Houston Area News 
(Submitted by Siddarth Shetty, Regional Representative) 

 
Diwali is the festival of lights and joy. 
The day when we wear new clothes 
and pray to the Goddess Lakshmi to 
bless us with good health, wealth 
and happiness. Diwali is all about 
meeting family and friends, making, 
eating and distributing delicious 
sweets, lighting diyas and fireworks. 
However, this year with the 
pandemic we had to plan a remote 
Diwali celebration. We did not allow 
the pandemic to deter the joyful 
celebrations. It was celebrated 
virtually where all the Bunt families 
dressed up in traditional attire and 
placed ourselves in front of the 
laptop camera to have a zoom call. 
Nevertheless, when we all meet up, 
there is always lots of chatting, 
laughter and fun involved.   

It was an evening with a diverse set 
of individual live performances 
starting off with the invocation by Gunapal Shetty. This was followed by a beautiful poem written and 
recited by Nia Shetty speaking about the true essence of Diwali. This was followed by an instrumental 
performances by the Shetty brothers with Arnav on the keyboard and Vihaan on the tabla. Lastly, we had 
a leg tapping dance performance by Sharonya Shetty. We also played some fun rounds of the all-time 
favorite Diwali game, ‘Anthakshari’. This game saw active participation from all families which made it 
more fun. We ended the memorable evening by taking a picture of all of us holding diyas and wishing and 
hoping for a wonderful year ahead! 
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Awards , Graduations and New College Enrollees 

Sania Karir has been selected to receive the Lila Shetty Memorial Scholarship for the academic year 
2019/2020. This is an annual award instituted by Dr. Narayan Shetty of Pittsburgh, in memory of his late 
wife Lila Shetty. It is typically awarded to the Bunt student with the highest MCAT scores in a given year. 
 
Aashna Belanje has been selected to receive the K. M Shetty Memorial Scholarship award for the 
Bunt student with the highest SAT score. She got a score of 1590 out of 1600. 
 
Congratulations to Jayshen Saigal, son of Drs. Sanjay & Smitha Saigal, (tri-state area) on his graduation 
from Scarsdale High School. Jayshen has fulfilled his lifelong dream of playing Division 1 basketball at 
Lehigh University. 

Congratulations to Siona Shetty, daughter of Raj and Sonia Shetty (tri-state area) on graduating from 
Niskayuna High School. She will be majoring in Business Administration this upcoming fall at Binghamton 
University.  

 

New Music 

Sohil Adyanthaya, son of Shweta and Dwarak Adyanthatya, is an exceptionally talented young musician 
from the DC area, (@songsbysohil on Instagram). He has just dropped a new single "Doesn't Matter". 
Please check out the link and enjoy it. Be sure to give him a Like and a Follow on Instagram. He has 
other original content on his Instagram. 

https://linktr.ee/sohildoesntmatter 

 

Birth Announcements 
And now for the best kind of news. The births of adorable little human beings and the much- awaited 
pitter patter of little feet (and feats) that follow. 

Mohair Shetty and Lohit Soudai of the New England area, welcomed their first child, Erish Shetty Soudai, 
on December 4th, 2020.  

 

  

https://linktr.ee/sohildoesntmatter
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Engagement 

Shivani Naik, daughter of Kushita and Uday Naik of the tri-state area, announced her engagement to Mr. 
William Cornell, earlier this year. Our warmest congratulations to the young couple. They have decided to 
move the wedding date into 2021 because of the Covid restrictions. We will keep you updated. 

 

 

Lasting Relationships 

Silver Jubilee Wishes: Congratulations 
to Vivek Hegde and Ranjita Hegde of 
South Grafton, MA on their Silver 
jubilee anniversary.  
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Obituary 

Mr. Kaizer T. Kamble, passed away at the age of 82, in Buffalo, NY, on June 27th, 2020. He was the 
father of Ravi Kaizer Kamble and Tara Nicole Kamble, and grandfather of Suryan and Aryana Kamble. 
The family decided to forego a Memorial Service due to Covid restrictions, but plan to have a Celebration 
of Life service once normal life resumes. Family and friends are requested to make donations to his 
favorite charities if they wish to honor his memory. They are listed as St. Jude's Children's Hospital, The 
Red Cross and Doctors without Borders. 

 

Mrs. Megha Gavin Hegde, wife of Vikas Hegde, passed away on October 9th, 2020 in Birmingham, AL. 
She leaves behind her husband Vikas, and a daughter, Jasmine Hegde. Megha was an accomplished 
dancer who ran her own dance studio, Devyani Dance Company, in Birmingham, Alabama. She was 
known for her grit and determination, even as she battled cancer. She will be missed by her family, 
friends and students. 

 

Mr. R. N. Shetty, a well-known philanthropist, entrepreneur, and educationist passed away at the age of 
92, in Bangalore, India on December 16th, 2020. Samtha Shetty, one of his daughters, and her husband 
Abhay Shetty are longstanding BANA members, who now live in India.  Mr. R. N. Shetty was a leading 
Bunt personality, with numerous accomplishments under his belt. Our extended Bunt Community will miss 
him and his generosity to mankind. 

 

Tulu Script Lessons 

 
New England Bunts, along with BANA members of other regions, attended 6 weeks of Tulu Script classes 
on Saturdays at 7am, held by Satish Agpala from India. They also attended spoken language classes on 
Saturdays at 9.pm, held by Pradyoth Hegde and organized by the New England Tulukoota, Boston. 
Please contact Puja Rai Shetty (Puja.shetty@gmail.com), BANA Regional representative for New 
England for more details.  
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Youth Initiatives 

 

PPPguide.org 

Yash Naik, an 8th grader from Mystic, CT created a website in the summer of 2020 to assist small -
business owners and the self-employed to get PPP loans. He has sought and got help from local bankers 
and accountants on this project. More information can be found in this link Yash’s website is at 
PPPguide.org. Yash is the son of Archana and Chandrasekhar Naik of Mystic, CT. 

 

Just for Laughs - #QuarantineDiaries 
R.I.P upstairs toilet number one. 

My brother is very hard to contain. Not too long ago, I was doing my school work, and I see my brother 
just squatting beside me, he is 3, so I thought he was pooping in his diaper. But then I remembered he 
was potty trained. He looked up at me and smiled, I had no idea what was going on until I looked down. 
He took a whole bottle of crest toothpaste, and was squeezing it onto the floor. I immediately snatched it 
from my brother’s hand, and got some paper towels. “Riaan…” I said dramatically, he sped off yelling  
“Tooty butt!” in my direction. If you thought THAT was bad, then listen to this. 

(My toilet now looks like it’s on lockdown.)  

I was sleeping in on a Saturday, when I wake up to a nice scream “RIAAN!” I could tell that my brother 
was getting himself into trouble, I walked over to where I heard the screaming. I come in, to see that 
Riaan has shoved his cars down the toilet. I didn’t know what to say, I just realized how much I had to 
pee, and rushed to the downstairs bathroom, but it was too late. It was full of cars. 

The whole time I was thinking, “where did he find all these cars?” I went to the other upstairs bathroom, 
one word will explain it “RIAAN”. After a few days we fixed the toilets, but one had a car that we just 
couldn’t get out and is now it is on lockdown. 

 Well, that's my week from QuarantineDiaries . 

- Aarav ( Aari) Shetty (Age:11), Massachusetts  

(Original and unedited) 

 

Interesting People 
They say every life has a story. Ms. Sapna Shetty, of the New England area, has led a life of monumental 
challenges and eventual triumph. Her story makes for a compelling read. Sapna Shetty has shared her 
story, entitled “Rising Above Tragedy: A Single Mother’s Journey:Raising a Family and Leading the 
Family Software Business with Resilience and Gratitude.” in the blog Women Who Win. Please 
follow the link below to read more about Sapna's inspiring story. 

Link: https://tinyurl.com/ybyxsa8a 

 

Before we go… 

Bunts4BLM 
In a first of its kind move, a diverse group of Bunt youngsters began an apolitical, nonpartisan initiative 
called Bunts4BLM. It had its genesis in the early days of protest, in the wake of the nationwide protests. 
The BANA BOD and the EC team gave initial support in pursuance of its motto "Preserve the Past, 
Create the Future. Since then this group of highly motivated young people, has worked independently of 
BANA, while trying to generate interest and share information within the Bunt community. In pursuit of this 
end, they have organized 2 events, called Chai and Conversations, to reach out to the community, share 
information and discuss important social and humanitarian issues.  

https://tinyurl.com/ybyxsa8a
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The first event was an exercise in introducing and demystifying the group to the broader Bunt community. 
It featured a panel of well-known Bunt speakers (consisting of Drs. Nirmala and Dhanraj Padhiar, 
Valdosta, GA; Ms. Shara Hegde, San Jose, CA; Sanjana Ballal and Ethan Link, TN; and Suman Shetty, 
Houston, TX. It was well attended, with a large number of age groups being represented. The second 
event was an open discussion of the Ava Duvernay documentary, "13th". It was held in mid-December 
and attracted a group of very socially committed members and non-members, almost exclusively Bunts.  

As they now operate independently, BANA will never send out any more emails on their behalf. If you 
opted in into the first email, you will continue to receive news of their activities. If you are interested in this 
social inequality issue, you can check out their activities and themed content on Facebook or Instagram, 
@Bunts4BLM. Please do visit and give them a Like and Follow. 

 

In Conclusion 

We, the Atlanta BANA EC team, would like to wish all our dear readers a joyful and safe Happy New Year 
2021. 

 


